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The Importance of 
Early Brain Development

"A new consensus is emerging 
about the importance of 

intervening with families of 
disadvantaged children in the first 
months and years of life to ensure 

they provide the kinds of 
experiences that support optimal 

development…The recent 
developments in brain research 
have provided new insights into 
why this is so. Parents who are 

preoccupied with a daily struggle 
to ensure that their children have 
enough to eat and are safe from 

harm may not have the resources, 
information, or time they need to 

provide the stimulating 
experiences that foster optimal 
brain development. Infants and 

children who are rarely spoken to, 
who are exposed to few toys, and 

who have little opportunity to 
explore and experiment with their 

environment may fail to fully 
develop the neural connections 
and pathways that facilitate later 

learning. Despite their normal 
genetic endowment, these children 

are at a significant intellectual 
disadvantage and are likely to 

require costly special education or 
other remedial services when they 

enter school. Fortunately, 
intervention programs that start 
working with children and their 

families at birth or even prenatally 
can help prevent this tragic        

loss of potential.” 

Starting Smart, How Early Experiences Affect 
Brain Development. Published by Zero to Three  
and the Ounce of Prevention Fund, 

Your generosity has made a difference.

Thank you for helping the Relief Nursery reach its 
Annual Campaign goal and making it possible for us 
to strengthen families and keep children safe in our 
community.

Unfortunately, our general donations are down. More 
families and children continue to request our help. 
We have until June 30 to close this funding gap. 

Please visit www.reliefnursery.org 
and make a donation today. 

Give one child a chance

There are many ways to give
Frequently we are asked how parents learn about the Relief Nursery. In some cases, Child Protective 
Services, school teachers or physicians refer families to us. However, in most cases, the parents 
seeking Relief Nursery services are self-referring. They come to us on their own for support and 
guidance to ensure a better life for their children.

This past year we have seen something new -- an increase in referrals made by our donors. This is 
most surely a result of the difficult economic times, but it demonstrates something even more 
encouraging  -- that long-time supporters of  the Relief Nursery recognize us not only as a needed service 
in the community, but as a resource for people that they care about. 

Last week a woman walked through the Relief Nursery door holding the hand of her young son, a 
children’s book in the other hand, with three large bags strapped across her shoulders. The boy 
seemed as happy as he could be and she had a quiet dignity about her as she inquired about getting 
help. 

She was in trouble, she explained, and was told about the Relief Nursery by a family she had known 
for many years. This family happened to be long-time supporters of the Relief Nursery and knew 
that we could provide the help that this woman needed. It was yet another way of giving -- sending 
a mother and son to the safe haven of the Relief Nursery. 

Her story was heart-wrenching and her need was immediate. She was a victim of domestic abuse. 
We asked her to wait a moment while we found Outreach staff to assist her. She said she didn’t want 
to be a bother and that she was grateful just to be here.  She took a seat in a quiet corner, apologized 
for being an inconvenience, and thanked us for the simple pleasure that many of us take for granted 
- a quiet space where she could read to her child.

As she shared her story with our Outreach worker, she remained composed but tears streamed down 
her face. She was doing her best to shield her son from her distress and the uncertainty of their 
future.  

Mother and son spent the afternoon at the Relief Nursery, enjoyed a hot meal, and formulated a 
plan with our Outreach staff. She was referred to Womenspace and will continue to use Relief 
Nursery respite services as she works to mend her life.

“Studies show that during times of economic hardship, abuse cases and the number of families in 
need go up. At the same time funding and donations go down. That’s what’s happening right now, 
and the Relief Nursery is in need of continued support,” said executive director Irene Alltucker.
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Relief Nursery Events Calendar - Save the Date

Friday, March 19  Twin Rivers Rotary Casino Night

Saturday, April 24  20th Annual Main Event 
     Presented by Wells Fargo
     “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”

May 2010   Black Tie Ball
     Hosted by the City of Springfi eld

Monday, July 26  8th annual Pro-Am Golf Tournament 
     Shadow Hills Country Club

Wednesday, November 3 “The Children’s Hour”     
    Advocacy Breakfast
     Hilton Hotel

Family Fun and Food Night made its debut in Springfield this past November 
when over 75 people enjoyed time together and a nice warm meal. The theme for 
the evening was based on a favorite children’s book, “Caps for Sale.” Children were 
able to spend time making paper plate monkeys and other crafts to remember their 
fun night. Families were also treated to a play with our very own Relief Nursery 
staff portraying the characters from the book. At the end of the night, each child 
was able to take home books and a special hand knit cap. Thank you to our friends 
at Wells Fargo who sponsored and volunteered for this event. We could not have 
done it without you!

If you are interested in finding out more about sponsoring a Family Fun and Food 
Night, please contact Kristin Kauble at 541-343-9706 extention 104.

Family Fun and Food Night

Dear Relief Nursery,

My family really enjoys family fun and food 

nights. We struggle making ends meet and the 

end of the month is always hard for us.

Being able to put my children to bed with a full 

stomach is one of the greatest gifts you can give 

to me.

Thank you for your kindness.

                            
           Relief Nursery mom 
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In-Kind Donations
October 16, 2009  - January 15, 2010

A
Dana Abel
Shola Adeniji
American Laser Centers
Rhonda Jacobson

AmSan
Jim Renner

Carol and Dave Andersen
B
Cyndy and Brad Backlund
Chuck Bader
Franki Bailey
Katie Barr and Dan O’Donnell
Amy Beauchamp
Denise and Bryan Beban 
Vicki and Daniel Bell
Shanley Bonney and 
Michael Skillern

Gerard Bottomley 
Katrina and Tim Bounds
Robert P. Boyce
Cindy Breaux
Amy Bunker
Suzanne Bunker
Patti Burke 
Joshua Burrell 
C
Capital Manor
Jean Sanesi

Caprai Mahalak Financial Group
Michael Caprai 

John Carlile
Brittany and Dan Carlin 
Marilyn Cartwright
Cash Connection
Judy Cave
Liz Chambers
Julie and Mike Chown
Craft Warehouse
Chris Jameson
Nicole Craig
Nancy Cummings
D

Judy Dahl
Amy Davis
Lynda Del Nero
Dickens Carolers
Melissa Stock 

Teresa Dingman
Sue Doe
Paula DuChatean
Dorothy Dunh
Molly Dwyer

E
Ruth Eastman
Janice and Jack Eberly
Celeste and Todd Edman
Eola Hills Wine Cellar
Ann Batson

Eugene Emeralds
Bryan Beban

Euphoria Chocolates
Laura Betty 

F
Sherilyn and Michael Farris
Cheryl Fashbaugh
Anna Ferguson
Carole Fitz Gerold
Sarah Forsyth
Full City Coffee Roasters
Michael Phinney

G
Christine Galgernd
Jeanette Garland
Elaine and Edward Gear
JoAnne Georgi
Nancy Gibbons
Sue and Chip Goodman
Great Harvest Bakery
H
Harrang Long Gary Rudnick PC
Patty and Randy Harrington
Caye Harrison
Lisa Hickey
Shawn and Eric Hill 
Isolde Hinds
Tina and Blaine Hlebechuk
Claudia Holly
Kate Hudson
J
Beverly Jackson
Brian Jackson
Tiffany and Anthony Jackson 
Diane Jackson-Lamb and 
Kevin Lamb

Natalie Jerden
Britt and Randy Jeremiah
Jiffy Market
Tom Robertson 

Howard Johnson
Kerri and Tim Johnson
Melissa and 
Christopher Johnson

Richard Johnson
Steve Johnson
Linda and Eric Jones

K

Graham  Kaiser
Irene and Art King
Jody Kokkino
L
Nancy and Rick Lalande
Jennifer Lamberg
Carolyn A. Larson
Steve and Sally Lee
Kathy Jo Leom
Carrie Loenetti
Julie Luiz
M
Phyllis MacLuan
Annie and Mark Maguire
Hannah Mathson
Mauritson Wines
Clay Mauritson

Suzanne Mayer
Lindsey and Mike McCallum
Patty and Bryan McConnell
Marion and Tom McCormack
McKenzie Commercial 
Contracters, Inc./Eugene
Todd Glenz

Emel and Johan Mehlum
Rod and Corby Miles
Mary S. Miller
Teresa Mueller
N
Kayla Newbold
Northwest Wings of Love
Linda Estill

Nancy and David Novak
O
Linnet and Greg O’Hanlon
Old Dominion Collision
Repair Centers
Stephen Nessly

P
Kristina and Richard Padgett
Doreen Peck
Pfeiffer Winery
Danuta and Robin Pfeiffer

Wendy Pierpont
Gwen Polk
Diana Primrose
R
RE/MAX Integrity
Lynne Gately

Christa Reese

S
Erin Sain
Patrick Salisbury
Terry and Robert Scherer
Sheila Schwartz
2nd Thursday Bridge Group
Carol Berkman

Beth Sheehan and Chris Walton 
Christy Sheering
Emily Smee
Dani and Rick Smith
Karen Sosa
Robin and Scott South
Sandi and Jerry South
Marta and Neal Spangler
Leslie Stelzl
Silva Sullivan
Beth, Will and Stan Swank
T
Jada Taylor
Team Casino
   Mindy and Travis Fryback 
Rebecca Templin
Territorial Winery
  Allan Mitchell
Holly Thaxton
Jame Thomas
Karen and Kurt Thomet
Helen Towle
Susie Trahan
U
Andrea and Corey Unfried
V
Doreen and Paul Vaughan
Molly and Devon Vendetti
Jennifer Von Ammon
W
Charles Walling
Susan Wanses
Fredricka and Mel Weishahn
Sheryl and Ron Wells
Gayle and Dick Withnell
Stephanie Wicks and Thomas 
Smith

Kim and Steve Wildish
Cindy Williams
Z
Sarah and Charles Zachem

Early Head Start
The Relief Nursery is proud to be one of only four agencies in Lane County to partner with Early Head Start. Funded by the federal 
stimulus package, this is the first time Early Head Start services will be provided in Lane County. The Relief Nursery will expand 
classrooms and hire additional staff to provide these services. 

Early Head Start is a need-based program that supports and educates parents, promotes children’s social and emotional development and 
school readiness. The Relief Nursery was chosen to provide these services because of our long standing track record of collaboration with 
other agencies and our success working with at-risk parents and their young children. The Early Head Start classes for children ages 12 
months to three years will begin mid-February and will benefit Relief Nursery children by expanding capacity in our classrooms.

“This is an excellent example of Relief Nursery collaborative efforts. By partnering with Early Head Start, we are an active participant in 
growing services to vulnerable children in our community,” said executive director of programs Sharri da Silva.
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     The Children’s Hour, Relief Nursery’s annual advocacy breakfast held on November 4, was led by Chair Jenny Ulum along 
with co-chairs, Patty McConnell, Jenny Obermiller, and Janet Palaniuk.  The event inspired and informed attendees by 
focusing on the current research of early childhood experiences impact on the development of the brain.  

     Title sponsors, Comcast, represented by Doug Cooley and Safeway, represented by Marc Carlson welcomed over 425 
community guests to the Hilton Hotel.  Board of Directors President Susan Kauble opened the breakfast thanking all those who 
gave up their early morning demands to learn more about the Relief Nursery.   The breakfast kicked off our annual campaign – 
Give one child a chance. 

     Each speaker highlighted brain development with their first hand experience beginning with the keynote speaker Dr. Dan Close 
Ph.D., director of the University of Oregon Family and Human Services Program. Dr. Close addressed the importance of positive 
parent interaction and stimulation with young children.  Without parent-child bonding children do not develop the necessary brain 
pathways essential to long term learning.  

     The Honorable Ann Aiken related what she witnesses through the judicial system when children do not have positive early life 
experiences.  The cost of the damage done to children at an early age is paid by everyone—not just the children.  Judge Aiken 
encouraged attendees to get involved in the community because they can make a difference. 

     Relief Nursery Teacher AJ Jackson shared his experience of working with a 4 year old boy who entered his classroom only 
uttering single words.  The interventionists were very concerned about his delayed speech.  With time spent by AJ and other support 
staff including EC Cares, the little boy developed his language and communication skills.  At the end of the year he was ready to 
enter kindergarten with other children his age.  AJ poignantly told guests “Thank you for letting me be a hero every day to the 
children at the Relief Nursery. Because of your generosity I get to be a HERO.”  

     Julie, a Relief Nursery parent, shared her story of how she struggled with her son, Gabe and the effects of a physical impairment 
that required surgeries and painful physical therapy.  Julie focused on Gabe’s physical development, and as a result, he had difficulty 
communicating.  Julie was unable to tell if his screams and cries were from pain or from frustration of not being able to 
communicate his needs.  Relief Nursery staff immediately taught Julie and Gabe sign language and proceeded to provide support to 
work past the crisis.  Now, after much work, Gabe has his chance and is well on his way to success.  Julie conveyed her appreciation 
to the attendees for all the ways they help the Relief Nursery help families like hers. 

     Chair Jenny Ulum spoke to the campaign theme, Give one child a chance. “Every child deserves a chance.  The Relief Nursery 
is a compassionate and cost effective way to help struggling families and children who are at risk.  With strong community support 
we can continue our proven success in helping the most vulnerable families, reducing child abuse and neglect and keeping children 
out of costly foster care.”

     We would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to the guests, breakfast captains and sponsors for making this a 
successful breakfast.  Our expectations were exceeded with over $65,000 generously pledged and donated.  Thank you Jenny 
Ulum, Patty McConnell, Jenny Obermiller, and Janet Palaniuk, our fabulous chairs, for the incredible energy and dedication 
you devoted to The Children’s Hour.

Mark your Calendars!  Please join us in 2010 for “The Children’s Hour” on November 3, 2010.

The Children’s Hour
Advocacy Breakfast
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Betty Lou Roberts Fund of The Oregon Community Foundation 
$14,300 for the expansion of outreach programs for families in crisis.

E.Henry Wemme Fund of The Oregon Community Foundation 
$15,700 for the expansion of outreach programs for families in crisis.

Recent Grants  Thank You!

Oregon D epartment of T ransportation T ransportation S afety 
Division - $5,000 to provide car seats and car safety education to low 
income families.

Irene and Kevin Alltucker
Linda Apling
Suzanne Arlie
Marta and Ed Barclay
Jim Bartko
Denise Beban
Carol and Marv Berkman
Jan Bohan
Betsy Boyd
Candice Brehm
Jill Burrell
Marc Carlson
City of Springfi eld
Tim Clevenger
Comcast
Theresa Courtney
Sharri da Silva
Beth DeGeorge
Rosemary Duffy
EmWest Powertrain Systems

Eugene Emerald Rotary
 Memorial

Debi Farr
Howard Feinman
Steve Ferry
Dave Frosaker
Alex Gardner
Lynne Gately, Remax
Gleaves Swearingen 
Potter & Scott LLP

Nancy Golden
Hamilton Construction
Dale Hartley
Connie Hedberg
Nori and Dallas Hemphill
Mara Hooker
Lora Horn
Kristin Kauble
Susan and Jack Kauble
Kernutt Stokes Brandt 
and Co. LLP

The Children's Hour Table Captains and Sponsors. 
With Heartfelt Appreciation 

The Oregon Statewide Scholarship Program of The John D. Gray and Elizabeth N. Gray 
Endowment Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation has provided funding to the Relief Nursery 
Therapeutic Early Childhood Classroom program to seek accreditation with the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). 

Founded in 1926, NAEYC is the world’s largest organization working on behalf of young children with nearly 90,000 members, a national 
network of over 300 local, state, and regional  affiliates, and a growing global alliance of like-minded organizations.

Since 1985, NAEYC has offered a national, voluntary accreditation system to set professional standards for early childhood education 
programs, and to help families identify high-quality programs. Today, NAEYC Accreditation represents the mark of quality in early 
childhood education.  Over 7,000 childcare programs, preschools, early learning centers, and other center or school-based early childhood 
education programs are currently NAEYC-Accredited.  These programs provide high quality care and education to nearly one million 
young children in the United States, its territories, and programs affiliated with the United States Department of Defense. 

“Thank you for submitting your scholarship request and congratulations!  Celebrate your accomplishments! We commend you for striving 
to go above and beyond.  Your work is leading you in exciting and challenging professional directions," said  the Oregon Statewide 
Scholarship Program which supports the continued growth of quality childcare in the state of Oregon.

 “I am pleased to lead this accreditation process, which involves self-assessment, professional development and continual quality 
improvement. These are core values and processes that reflect the Relief Nursery approach to program development and strong outcomes,” 
said Lory Britain, Director of Replication and Quality Assurance.

KEZI, Chambers 
Communication

Doug Koke
Don Lance
Lane Community College
Lane County
District Attorney

Bonnie Larson
Leadership Board
Debbie Leiken
Liberty Bank
Linda Lynch
Patty McConnell
Liesl McLean
Holly Menino
Moss Adams
Stephen Nessly
Jenny Obermiller
Marilyn Obermiller
Old Dominion Collision
Repair Center

Oregon Imaging
Janet and Bruce Palaniuk
Papé Group
Pam and Jack Perkins
Jean and Jim Phelps
Matt Powell
Susan and Rohn Roberts
Royal Caribbean
Jon Ruiz
George Russell
Safeway
Dana Siebert
Siuslaw
Debra Smith
Scott South
Phil Speers
Sheppard Motors

Mary Spilde
Jeri Stark
Jeanne Staton
Staton Companies

Libby Steffen
Jami Sterling-Counard
Summit Bank
Kelly Sutherland
Lisa and Rodger Terrall
Theresa Thompson
Jeff Towery
U of O Athletics
Jenny Ulum
Craig Wanichek
Kitty and Scott Williams
Julie Wilson
Windermere Real Estate
Linda and Oz Witt
Mark Wreath

                                             

                                             

Phileo Foundation - $5,000 for general program support.

Chambers Family Foundation - $36,000 for La Familia y l os Hijos and to support services being 
researched by the Oregon Social Learning Center.
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2010 Auxilary
Irene Alltucker
Suzanne Arlie

Cyndy Backlund
Barbara Bergreen
Shanley Bonney

Julie Chown
Carrie Davis
Sue Devereux

Rosemary Duff y
Diane Duyck
Lynne Gately
Elaine Gear

Sue Goodman
Debbie Grant
Gail Hansen

Nori Hemphill
Shawn Hill

Cathleen Karcher
Kathy Marzano

Marion McCormack
Lori Monstein
Sue Paiement
Janet Palaniuk

Christina Peterson
Darla Peterson 

Jean Phelps
Melinda Rauch
Mary Lou Rohl

Darcy Reed
Th ere sa Sherman

Sandi South
Tamara Swift

Mary Jo Th om as
Susie Trahan

Debi Veralrud
Debi Vodvarka

Marsha Westling
Kitty Williams

Auxiliary Holiday Highlights
Due to all the hard work of the Auxiliary Board and the generosity of the community, 75 
families received Thanksgiving baskets or gift certificates. The community’s generosity was 
astounding and very touching. Cyndy Backlund and Kelli Sherman spearheaded the 
project this year, which is so important to the families we serve.  A special thank you to Steve 
and Sally Lee for the donation of turkeys for the baskets, Market of Choice and Debbie 
Wright for supporting this project, and Cyndy Backlund for the reusable laundry baskets. 
The hands on help of picking up the food, assembling and distributing the baskets was done 
by the wonderful members of the Auxiliary. 

Pamper Me Day
Fall Pamper Me Day was once again a huge success thanks to the 
time and dedication of Vicki and Daniel Bell, the stylists from 
Reflections Salon, and the Relief Nursery Auxiliary. Over 35 

parents had their hair cut and styled. They also received massages from Linda Brunson and 
Reike from Sherab Tenaj and Peter Le Sueur. Hand treatments, nail painting and mini 
makeovers were offered. The Relief Nursery kitchen provided a delicious dinner for all who 
attended and at the end of the night parents received a goodie bag filled with toiletries and 
personal care items and a raffle prize. The parents left the evening with smiles, feeling 
pampered and relaxed.

Pamper Me Day would not be possible without all of the caring volunteers and support from 
community donors who provided raffle and goodie bag items. Thank you!

Thanksgiving Basket 
Donors

Irene and Kevin Alltucker
Ann and Jim Anderson

Anonymous
Debbie and Rob Laney
Laura and Clint Larson

Steve and Sally Lee
Annie and Andy Morris

Natalie Newlove
Lupe and Philip Owens
Susan and Rohn Roberts

Rhonda Snyder

Additional thanks to the Auxiliary members and volunteers who helped make holiday heart 
ornaments for the Giving Trees that were distributed in the community. This special event 

could not happen without the Auxiliary, and we are most grateful for their support. 

On behalf of the children and families, thank you.



Relief Nursery / February 2010 / www.reliefnursery.org    Page 7

Ann and Jim Anderson  
Tina and Mike Auld
Carol and Marv Berkman
Breakdown Dance
Shanley Bonney and Michael Skillern 
Julie and Nathan Carpenter  
Chambers Family Foundation
Chanti & Middleton, PC
Paul Lee, Charles Schwab 
Julie and Mike Chown
Churchill High School 

National Honor Society
Churchill High School Students
Eugene City Manager’s Office
Marie and Rick Cumer
Vija and Steve Dose
Rosemary Duffy  
Elliott’s Special Sheet Metal
EmWest Equipment Powertrain Systems
First Congregational Church
Sue and Chip Goodman 
The Grafton Family
Gail Hacker 
Maragaret Hadaway and 

George Jobanek 
Jeanine and Rick Harder  
Karina and Brian Henderson  
Ann Hinnen  

Annie and Andy Joseph 
Renae and John Joseph 
Corrinne Kaleese
The Kalen Family   
Susan and Jack Kauble 
Nancy and Allen Kibbey 
Lane Council of Governments 
Lane County Insurance Associates
Laura and Clint Larson  
Steve and Sally Lee  
Levi Strauss
Lifetime Eye Care
Deanna Linville
Echo and Larry Lucas
Marquis Care
The McCaskill Family
Carey and Dennis McNally
McKenzie Athletics
McKenzie Willamette Medical Center

Cardiovascular Unit
Lori and Randy McPherson
The Mittge Family
Jamie and Mike Moffitt  
Moss Adams
Natalie Newlove  
O’Hara Catholic School
Old Dominion Collision Repair Center
Oregon Association of Nurseries

Oval Door Bed and Breakfast
Scott Ostrander 
Paula and John Pennington
Penny Prouty  
Reflections Salon
Loretta and Kelly Richardson
Susan and Rohn Roberts
Mary and Larry Rose
Pam Sheridan
Cheryl and Bob Smejkal
Mollie Smith  
Social Security Office
Springfield Rotary
Debbie Stapp  
Jason and Jessica Stefely  
Jami Sterling-Counard
Nancy and Dave Swenson
TJ Maxx
Territorial School
Jake and Terri Thompson
John and Renee Thompson 
The Trahan Family 
Andrea and Corey Unfried   
University of Oregon Health Center
University of Oregon Law School
University of Oregon Research and 

Prospect Management
Western Shelter Systems
Shana Wickersham  

Our Generous Holiday Family Sponsors

Because of  You
"Thank you so much for all of the 
wonderful gifts you sent to me and my 
family. 
I hope to someday be able to bring as 
much joy to another family as you have 
done for us.  Thank you!”

                            Relief Nursery Parent

Berg’s Ski Shop
Brewed Awakenings
Chi Omega Sorority

Christine & Co
Churchill High School Key Club

Comcast
Downtown Athletic Club
Dr. Daniel Vodvarka DDS

Elmer’s Restaurant
Eugene Active 20/30

Eugene Realtors Association 
Eugene Sand and Gravel

Eugene Abbey
EWEB 

First Allied Securities
GloryBee Foods Inc. Company

Hoya Vision Care 

Thank you for participating in our 
Giving Tree program!

Industrial Source/National Fire Fighter
Lane County Courthouse

McKenzie Valley Federal Credit Union
Majesty Salon

North Eugene High School - Key Club
Oakway Mall Barber Shop

Old Dominion Collision Repair Center
Oregon Student Assistance Commission

Sandi South and the Braewood Hills 
Neighborhood

Shadow Hills Country Club
State Farm Insurance- Shannon Orem

Th e Art of Hair
U of O Book Store

Willamette Oaks Retirement Community

Families were given a sparkling treat by Sunshine Limo 
Holiday Light Tours.  The parents and children were so 
excited to ride in beautiful limousines to view the holiday 

lights - hot chocolate and candy canes for all!
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A delightful evening was held with our friends, fine wine, cheese 
and chocolate at the 14th annual Great Taste presented by Market 
of Choice on December 10th.

Our wonderful event chairs, Michelle and Trieber Meador and 
Michelle and Mark Quinney worked tirelessly with the 
Leadership Board to host a lovely evening. The Market of Choice 
wine and cheese stewards shared their selections and expertise. 

Guests sampled over 30 wines, a vast selection of cheeses, chocolates, artisan breads and 
meats, and specialty butters from all corners of the globe. Full City Coffee Roasters 
provided delicious, warm coffee drinks. And Marc Mullins and Kelli Warner were, once 
again, fabulous emcees for the evening.

The Private Tasting Room, an exclusive room with special wine selections hand-picked 
by Steve Johnson, was once again a guest favorite. This year’s selections featured old world 
versus new world flavors.

New this year was the Wall of Wine, made possible by an anonymous sponsorship and 
wine donations from Liz Chambers, Michael Caprai, Eola Hills Wine Cellars, Jason 
Halstead, Jiffy Market, Irene and Art King, Steve and Sally Lee, Mauritson Wines, 
Panther Creek Cellars, Pfeiffer Winery, Robin and Scott South, Sandi and Jerry 
South, Molly and Devon Vendetti, and Territorial Vineyards.

Our event was truly a success with additional sponsorships by Slocum Center for 
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine, and Cheri and Del Johnson. With special thanks 
to The Inkwell for printing services, phase II -Tom Kelly and Kathy Wiltz - for design 
services, and Comcast, KMTR NewSource 16, and The Eugene CW for media 
sponsorship. Thank you to all our guests who attended and supported this event.

Albertsons (Thurston Store)
Beehive Cheese Co.
Shanley Bonney and Michael Skillern
Cameron Winery
Kayleigh Catron
Liz Chambers
Michael Caprai
Chase Flowers & Gifts
Creminelli Fine Meats
Crowley Wines
“Dickens Carolers” of Northwest Christian 
University directed by Melissa Stock 

Eola Hills Wine Cellars
Denise and Dan Fitzpatrick
Jason Halstead
FOOD for Lane County
Karin Gardner
Heater-Allen Brewing

Jiffy Market
Irene and Art King
La Mariposa
Steve and Sally Lee
Mauritson Wines
Maximillian Chocolate
Moonstruck Chocolate Co.
Panther Creek Cellars
Pfeiffer Winery
Silvan Ridge ~ Hinman Vineyards
Siuslaw Bank
Robin and Scott South
Sandi and Jerry South
Team Casino
Molly and Devon Vendetti
Territorial Vineyards
Dick Withnell ~ Withnell Dodge

Wine Stewards
Dan Budd

Mary Anne Clark
Roger Clark
Jim Colby

Marni Furse
Bruce Griswold
Steve Johnson
Andria Perez
Louis Rodie

Cheese Stewards
Ashley Franklin
Melanie Huskey
Geoff Keeney
Tristem Laux

Mandee Quick
Ruth Taggart
Kris Walter
Erick Zito

Bakery Staff
Christina Jessie

Claudia Mendonca
Mara Claire Rutherford

Wall of Wine Donors, Silent Auction Donors, and 
Special Thanks

The Great Taste
Fun, Friends, and Fundraising to help our Families.
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In Loving 
Memory
Gloria Brooke

from Susan and Jack Kauble
Sally and Burt Schwarz

Ingrid Carmichael
from Marjorie McElhose

Peter Carson
from Lou Bradley

Jan Swanson
Sallie Sugarman Trust,

 Mary VanLanduyt

Lloyd Edman
from Marjorie McElhose

Doris Findtner
from Tilde Jensen 

Howard Frost
from Patricia Louise Peterson

Jim Klonoski
from Ellie and Cleve Dumdi

Merrill Watrous

Jeanette Maples
from Sherri McDonald

David Minor
from Merrill Watrous

Colleen Newell
from Susan and Bruce Newell

Pat Stenman
from Ardis Morrow

Donald and Myrtle Phelps
from Cindy and Lawrence Phelps

Pat Pitchford
from Cookie Lafferty

Agnes Pulliam
from Gaylord and Dorothy Coonse

Dr. Richard A. Scofield
from Gelaine and Linda Orvik
Gloria and Donald Holloway

Loal Scofi eld
Marie Marshall
Michael L. Day
Myndi Fertal

Maryn Abbate
Elena Absalon
Lindsay Adams
Anya Aguilar
Isaac Alltucker
Ezra Alltucker
Kevin Alltucker
Marty Ambros
Amy Anderson
Sarah Andrews
Kaysie Angelletta
Cyndy Backlund
Emily Barclay
Marta Barclay
Erin Baskin
Nicole Bass
Amy Beauchamp
Barbara Bergreen
Megan Berry
Robert Boehm
Melinda Boffing
Lily Bonte
Victoria Braun
Diana and Mark Bray
Nate Brice
Candace Bridges
Jayne Broughton
Carolyn Brown
Linda Brunson
Paige Bunting
Amberly Bushell
Maggie Callery
Tracee Cantrell
Julie Carpenter
Gianni Carter
Jenny Cartwright
Jocelyn Caruana
Terry Cassin
Kayleigh Catron
Jill Chance
Rosella Chapman
Monica Chappell
Kate Chausse
Julie Chown
Lauren Christensen
Michelle Cloutier
Beth Cohen
Damaris Combs
Lindsey Cone
Emma Connell
Sara Cornell 
Amanda Craviotto
Carrie Davis
Linda Davis

Alexis Day
Samantha Debow
Matthew Devereux
Sue Devereux
Brittany Domstrand
Alexis Drakatos
Jennifer Dryden
Anaeise Dubie-Gatsby
Kati Duffy
Rosemary Duffy
Amanda Engstrom
Jessica Ensign
Ashley Erickson
Audra Erickson
Karla Favela
Christina Fernandez
Jessie Fleeger
Amy Fletcher
Doron Fletcher
David Gamburd
Ben Gardner
Lynne Gately
Shelby Gatewood
Judy Golden
Sue Goodman
Debbie Grant
Lizzie Gray
Katherine Gregory
Abbe Groh
Nancy Grove
Arlene Guzman
Taylor Hacmac
Kate Hammarback
Chloe Hammond 
Bradley

Kayleen Hanna
Shannon Harty
Tuss Henry
Vanessa Hendricks
Antonia Hernandez
Meg Herran
Jenna Hicks
Taylor Hill
Lori Hood
Karen Jewett
Ashley Kang
Cathleen Karcher
Kara Kauble
Laura Kempf
Sarah Kerrigan
Gurubhajan Khalsa
Dave King
Kelsey Kotsovos
Donna Lamb

Amy Lamb Bresler
Bre-Anna Langford
Erik Larsen
Erin Lashway
Katherine Leatherman
Peter Le Sueur
Claryn Lindley
Ashley Loberg
Chris Looney
Sarah Lott
Rick Manion
Geoffrey Manton
Anna Marble
Kathy Marzano
Kim Mathews
Patrice McCaffrey
Patty McCourt
Ryan McKenzie
Rob McOmie
Lupe Mendoza-Owens
Megan Meyer
Acacia Minard
Lori Monstein
Amanda Morreira
Anne Moseley
Cathy Moxley
Madison Nadler
Breanna Nasholm
Claire Neyman
Emma Niedermeyer
Taylor Nunez
Jenny Obermiller
Michelle O’Leary
Sammi Olson
Caitlin Oppenheimer
Leona Osterman
Monika Owens
Kristina Padgett
Janet Palaniuk
Jill Palaniuk
Alayna Peacher
Justin Perry
Darla Peterson
Elsa Peterson
Angela Petty
Sarah Pointer
Jeannette Pope
Lindsey Post
Mac Powers
Shiloh Powers
Patty Quick
Melinda Rauch
Darcy Reed
Michelle Reese

Nicole Reese
Rachel Reese
Mary Lou Rohl
Martin Romero Leon
Shana Rosenberg
Samantha Ruffe
Beth Ryer
Lynn Sabol
Averina Salveson
Jennifer Schlottman
Megan Schulz
Richard Scott
Ashley Seals-
Bonebrake

Rebecca Sher
Courtney Sherman
Kelli Sherman
Theresa Sherman
JD Siler
Skye Sinclair
Lynnea Simonis
Cheryl Smejkal
Allison Smith
Amanda Smith
Sandi South
Camee Southey
Jacy Spoerl
Zoe Steeler
Anastasia Strgar
Brittany Sundberg
Ashley Tainer
Kai Tamulonis
Maureen Tandiono
Sherab Tenaj
Alicia Theophil
Nicole Thornton
Kristin Toenniges
Susie Trahan
Julie Udy
Lizzy Unger
Maron Van
Cliff Vandegrift
Madelyn Vislocky
Debi Vodvarka
Kilee Walker
Wendy Wheeler 
Coltrane

JuliAnna Wiley
Debra Wilson
Debbie Wright
Katie Wright
Paige Wynkoop

Treasured Volunteers and Interns
June 2009 –January 2010

Special thanks to Debi Vodvarka and Rosemary Duffy for the 
beautiful Relief Nursery family photos  in this newsletter edition.



Page 10    Relief Nursery / February 2010/ www.reliefnursery.org

We Are So Grateful for Your Support!
Our Donors October 15 to 2009, January 15, 2010

A

A Perfect Ten
   Tina Heinl
Mary Adams
Shannon Marie Aguilera
Carrie Aker 
Jeff Alden
Alexis S Day Living Trust
All7s
Christine Allen
Elizabeth and Josh Allen
Irene and Kevin Alltucker
Marilyn and Mike Alltucker
Ann and Jim Anderson
Carol and Dave Anderson
Edie and Bruce Anderson
Greta and James Anderson
Susan Anderson and John Melville
Terri and Jon Anderson
Anonymous 
Emily and Bryce Anslinger
Linda and Ron Apling
Suzanne Arlie and John Musumeci
Michaele Armstrong
Arnold Law Office, LLC
Rick Axtell
B

Bobby Baker
Rex Ballenger
Marta and Ed Barclay
Scott Barkhurst
Flossie and Philip Barnhart
Eileen and Jim Bartko 
Thomas and Sarah Bascom
Vickie Baughman
Rett and John Baumann
Diane Beard
Jan and Steve Beaty
Denise and Bryan Beban 
Engelmann Becker
Vicki and Daniel Bell
Christina and Timothy Bennett
Mary and Stephen Bennett
Paul Bennett
Rebecca Bent and Jerry Welsh
Lesley and Timothy Bergquist
Barbara and Peter Bergreen
Carol and Marvin Berkman
Carl Berman
Joyce Berman and Dan Carol
Mark Bigler
Shirley L. Billings
Polly Birr 
Nancy Bischofs
Kate and Robert Blaser
Michelle Blood
Judy and Lewis Blue
Cheryl and Johnnie Bolin
Shirley and Julius Bolles
Katherine and Jerry Boness 
Thomas Bosch
Merle and Robert Bottge
Brian Bourdage
Betsy Boyd and Marc Spence
Elizabeth and Jay Bozievich
Lou Bradley
Audrey and Ray Bradshaw
Sara and Jonathan Brandt
Joanna and Jim Branvold 
Diana and Mark Bray
Candice Brehm
Mary Briggs
Janet and Gary Broadsword 
Terry Brooks and Barry McKenzie
Hubert Wayne Brown
Ken Brown
Dale Bruegger
Colleen Bunting
Lynn and Russ Burger 

Marion Buten
Melissa Butterfield
C

Ann and Michael Caffey
Candice Callan
Tim Campbell 
Miranda and Craig Capon
John Carlile
Kate Carnahan 
Julie and Nathan Carpenter
Juine Chada
Chambers Family Foundation
Liz Chambers
Judy Chase
Carole and Gary Chenkin
Chikara Salon & Spa
Michelle Courtney

Louis Christopher
Connie and Richard Clark
Dorisann and John Clark
Mary Clark
Patricia Clark
Karin Clarke Gallery
Karin Clarke

Anne and Andy Clay
Clear Lake Elementary
3rd grade class

Laura and Bill Clendenen 
Valerie and Daniel Close
Wendy and Pete Cobarrubia
Tyler C. Coble
Brenna and Timothy Cochran 
Joyce and Gary Colley
Julie Collis
Comcast
Suzanne and Richard Cone 
Judy and David Conley
Elizabeth Cookson
Gaylord and Dorothy Coonse
Bev and Terry Coplin 
Isabella and Alan Corbin
AnnaRebecca Crary
Irene and Gordon Crider
Nancy and Larry  Cumming
Autumn Cummings
Fran and Michael Curtis
D

Christi  Dahlman
Dan Herman Consulting, Inc.
Ann Danby
Joy and Steve Davey
Carrie and Jerry Davis
Harriet and Daniel Davis
Laoni and Robert Davis
Joyce Dean
Diane and Theodore Dearborn
Beth and Gary De George
Deibele Family Fund
Theresa and Jim Deibele

Lynda Del Nero
Lana and Craig Dishner
Distinctive Designs
Bonnie and Rik Larson

Vija and Stephen Dose
Sarah Ann Douglas
Sharon and Bryan Downes
Thomas Draggoo
Rosemary Duffy
Ellie and Cleve Dumdi
Jeanie and Bert Dunn
Virginia and John Dunphy
E

Eagle’s View Management
William Eddie
Mark Eddy
Vicki and Mike Edwards
Rina and Lee Eide
Claudia and Roy Elliott

Judith and Burrle Elmore
Susan Engbretson
Kate and Gary English
Michele and Daniel Erickson
Eugene New Car Dealers 
Association

Bobbi and Travis Ewert
F

Farwest Steel Company
F.M. Sheet Metal
Fred Mentze

Gregg Fehr
Lori and Howard Feinman
Joy and Ron Felt
Fidelity National Title Company of 
Oregon

Bonnie and Ralph Fillingame
Aurora Fiontina
Katherine and Dean Fisher
Denise and Daniel Fitzpatrick
Stephen Flavin
Diane and Matthew Fleischman
Mim and Bud Foley
Gregory Foote
Melissa and Timothy Frey
Lynn and Dave Frohnmayer
Deena and Dave Frosaker
Trisha Fuller
G

Michelle Gall and Ted Helroigt
Valerie and Gordon Gallic
Karin and Alex Gardner
Kathy and Michael Garling
Cynthia Garris
Barbara Garrow
Jane and Bill Gary
Charlotte and Frederick Gaughan
Elaine and Edward Gear
Hilde Geisen
Sue George
Sandee and Dick Gerber
Marie Gerstmann
Christy and Colt Gill
Marnie and Mike Gleason
Sandra and Timothy Godsil 
Marci and Geoff Gordon
Sally and Fred Greatwood
Diane Greenwood and Scott Pope
Melinda Grier and Jerome Lidz
Gloria and Bruce Griffith
Joyce E. Griffith
Anita and Gino Grimaldi
Renee and Steven Grube
Paola Guillen
H

Jenifer and Steven Hackstadt
Lois and David Hagen
Diane and James Hallstrom
Susan and Karl Hallstrom
Hamilton Construction
Patricia and Richard Hansen
Harrang Long Gary Rudnick P C
Martha and William Harris
Linda Harris-Rogers
Lacey Harrison
Danielle Hart
Jennifer and Dale Hartley 
Jane Hastings
Nancy and Dave Haverstock
Alicia Hays and Adelka Shawn
Rosie Hays
Gregory Hazarabedian
Connie and Larry Hedberg
Nicolle  Hedberg
Alicia and Jered Helton
Rhonda and Nick Hendricks
Donna Hendrickson
Sara and Dan Herman 

Julie Herren
Elizabeth Heskett
Christa Higson
Pam Hillstrom
Starly and Cecil Hodges
Alice Holmes
Lora Horn
Ashley Horner
Ardis Hughes
Heather Hughes
Matt Huston
Kay Hyde-Patton
I

Steven Ivester
J

J.P. Morgan Clearing Corp
Sandra Moses and Jeffrey 
Jackson

Tiffany and Anthony Jackson 
Jennifer and Doug Jacobson 
Janice and Marvin Janzen
Robin Jaqua
Barbara and Timothy Jenkins
Tilde Jensen 
Karen and David Jewett
Cheri and Del Johnson
Elsie Johnson 
Lindsey Johnson
Garilyn Johnston
Linda and Eric Jones
Tara Jones
Miriam and Max Jordan
Lyn Jost
Wade Judy
K

Cathleen and Joe Karcher
Susan and Jack Kauble
Jamie Kelsch 
Alisa and Joshua Kermisch
Kernutt Stokes Brandt & Co.
Scott Wright

Phyllis Kesner
Hugh Kiger
Reeva and Dan Kimble
Valerie King
Peggy Kingsley
Linda Kinville
Maria and Jim Kiplinger
June and James Kjelde
Susan  Klein
Janet Knowles
Mary and James Koons
George Koris
Phyllis Kraal
Naomi Kramer
Shelley Krehbiel
Kristi Kvistad-Blundon and 
Parke Blundon

L

Susan Laks
Eleanor Lamb and James Keegan
Marilyn and Don Lance
Lane Forest Products Inc.
Lane Juvenile Lawyers 
Association

Cookie Lafferty
Clyde and Carl Laney
Debbie and Rob Laney
Angela Langendoerfer and
 Mark Caldwell

Anita and Ron Larson
Ann Lathrop
Marcia and Lester Leavitt
Pat and Rick Lebrun
Deborah Lee
Ryan Lee
Steve and Sally Lee
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Debbie and Sid Leiken
Heather Leon
Janice and Randy Leonard
Dawn Lesley
Diane and John Letovsky 
Megan Lewis
Melisa and Joseph Lindsay
Gina Liotta
Margaret and David Listoe
Peggy and Paul Loepp 
Cheryl Louderback
Kathy and Jack Lucier 
Patti and Neal Lundeen
Kevin Lynch
Linda and Philip Lynch
Syndee Lytle
M

Bethany and Nathan Macaulay
Machamer Family 
Charitable Lead Trust
Ms. Elizabeth J. Machamer

Allan Machin
Ethel and John MacKinnon
Marie Marshall
Marlys and William Martin 
Tamara Mason
Nancy and Denis McCarthy
Patty and Bryan McConnell
Sherri McDonald
Margot and Gerald McDonnell
Marjorie McElhose
Doug McKay
Loralee McKee and 
D. Michael Pugh

McKenzie Commercial 
Contracters, Inc./Eugene 
Todd Glenz

Liesl and Brandon McLean 
Bill Medford
Rolf Mehlum
Lupe Mendoza-Owens and 
Phillip Owens

Holly Menino and Joel Elmer
Jonathan Miko
Joanne and Alfonse Miksis
Claudia Miller
Marsha and Leland Miller
Mary Miller and Robert Huffman
Ava and Nick Milosevich
Linda and Jim Mitchem
James MlcAkemon
Polly Moak and Doug Barber
Moir Construction
Steve  Moir 

C.L. Monson
Kathleen and Thomas 
Montgomery

Linda and Dan Montgomery
Sandra Moon
Joanne and Michael Mooser
Ardis Morrow
Alicia and Kevin Mullerleile
Carol A. and Richard D. Murphy
Musgrove Family Mortuary
Diane and Mark Musgrove 

Barbara Myrick and Norm Lewis
N

Norman Narin
Nancy Nathanson and 
Steve Robinson

National Transport, Inc.
 David Barker 
Elizabeth Naylor and Jim Watson
James Neef
Lorri Nelson and Robin Seloover
Network for Good
Janice and Bob Newburn
Susan and Bruce Newell
Shirley and Roger Nichols
Karen Nishimura
Barry Nobel, Ph.D.
Charles Nordgaard
O

Jenny Obermiller 
Aaron Ofseyer
Julie Ogle 

Old Dominion Collision 
Repair Centers

Dana O’Leary-Parrish and 
Kevin Parrish 

Betty and Jerry Olson
Olsson Industrial Electric
Ike Olsson

Brenda and O’Jay Omlid
Jacqueline L. Onstad
Oregon Community Credit Union
Deborah and James Origliosso
Dara Ortman
P

Levi Paddock
Janet and Bruce Palaniuk
Keri and Jordan Papé
Alice Parman
Suzanne and William Parshall
Parties To Go
Vicki and Mike Edwards

Ilene and Bennett Pascal
Pamela and Ken Peake
Susan and Michael Pease
Peeters & Peeters Landscape 
Design Build, Inc
Mark Peeters 

Sandra and Alfred Pellegrino
Pepsi Cola of Eugene
Eric Forrest
Andy Moore

Patricia and Dan Perlow
Anne and Lynn Petersen
Doreen and John Peterson
Jodi and Al Peterson
Patricia Louise Peterson
Cindy and Lawrence Phelps
Jean and Jim Phelps 
Rebecca and Matt Phelps 
Robert and Nan Phifer
Phileo Foundation
Jim Crabbe

Gail and Michael Phillips
Michael Phinney
Lindsay Clegg Pierce
Kitty and David Piercy
PIVOT Architecture PC
Gary Pobanz
Leslie and David Poole
Michael and Sharon Posner
Tonya and Matt Powell
Margaret Prentice
Lisa and John Prevedello
Susan and Floyd Prozanski
Stanley Pulliam
Sheri Pyron and John Powell
R

R & M Clark Family Foundation
James W. Clark
Marcy Clark
Barbara and David Rae
Dewey Ramlo
Blake Ramstead
Random Lengths
Terri and Jon Anderson

Ann and Thomas Raney
Jeffrey R. Ray
Janet and Richard E. Reed
Kelly Reid
Elizabeth Remini
Gordon Rennaker 
Rexius
Richardson Sports
Loretta and Kelly Richardson

Kathleen and Ronald Richey
Val and Greg Richichi
Iva Ridgley
Bob Rieche
Grace Riggs
Mary Ellen Riley
Jill and Steve Ritchie
Tobey A. Ritchie
Diane Rivo 
Cindy and Derrick Roane
Opal Robbins 
Daren Roberts
Paula J.  Roberts
Susan and Rohn Roberts
Erna Rockey

Suzanne Rodkey
Linda and Tom Roe
George Rogers
Mavis Rogers
Candice Rohr
Teresa J. and Paul F. Roline
Kem M. Rondeau
Rachel  Rowe
Rowell Brokaw Architects
John Rowell

Royal Caribbean Cruises
Sharon Rudnick 
Stanley and Susan Ruff
Barbara and Jon Ruiz
George Russell
Karen and Roger Rutan
Joan and Jack Ryder
Charles and Beth Ryer
S

Safetycal
Lori Bridges

Sallie Sugarman Trust
 Mary VanLanduyt
Satori Spa Services
Kathryn Nyland

Lori Sauter
Eric Schabtach
Jeri and Tad Scharpf
Sandra Scheetz and Craig Starr
Daniel Schlangen
Carol and Peter Schull
Martha and Stanley Schumacher
Sally and Burt Schwarz
Linda Schwerzler
Loal Scofield
Janet and Gerald Scott
Sarah-Kate Sharkey 
Shepherd’s Way
John M. Shilling
Carol Silverman and Mark Levy
Marlene Singer
Janice Singleton
Cheryl and Robert Smejkal
Josie Smets
Cheryl Smith
Dani and Rick Smith
Ellie and Greg Smith 
Mary Jane Smith and Donald Richey
Rebecca Smith
Ronald D. Smith
Susan and Michael Smith
Kenneth Smolek
Linda and Steve Sogge
Barbara and William Sokol
David Sokoloff 
 Emily and Jonah Sokoloff
Jennifer and Mike Solomon
Robin and Scott South
Dayl Spagnolo
Kimberly and Brian Spicer
Mary and Gerry Spilde 
Caryll M. and Norman F. Sprague Jr.
Colleen and Brad Stangeland
Jeri Stark
Jeanne Staton
Margaret Steck
Jessica and Jason Stefely
Libby Steffen and 
Abe Schafermeyer

Elly and Marc Steinbaugh
Sheryl and Clayton Steinke
Jami Sterling-Counard
Stone Works International, Inc.
Dana and Troy Naylor

Carol Stroud 
M. F. Sullivan
Supervalu
Christina Svarverud and 
Mark Pangborn

Jan Swanson
Laurie Swanson Gribskov and 
Pete Gribskov

Nancy and David Swenson
Tamara and Shawn Swift
Ruth and Robert Sylwester
T
John Tamulonis
Jan Tatala
Jean and Wayne Tate

Holly Thaxton
The Kiva
George Brown

The McNutt Group, INC
The Papé Group
The Regence Employee 
Giving Campaign 

Eric Thompson
Ruth and Gail Thompson
Theresa Thompson
Sandra Thomsen
3 Hands, INC
Agnes Thwing
Nancy and Ron Tinsley
Helen Towle
Linda and Arnold Tracer
Gene Tresenfeld
Angela and Tyson Tripp
Dana Turell
Steve Turner
2fORM Architecture
Richard Shugar

U

Jenny Ulum and Timothy Gleason
Andrea and Corey Unfried
Jonathan Urhausen
V

Valley River Center
Molly and Devon Vendetti
Jean Vinson-White
Vista
Laurie Westby

Josephine and Peter von Hippel 
Hilary and Erik Vos
W

Wagon Works
Joellen Waldvogel
Jan and Hill Walker
Jim and Barbara Walker
Wallace Road Apartments, LLC
Carol and Clarke Wallin
Beth and Patrick Walsh
Susie Walsh
Mary F. Walston
Diane Walton
Cambra Ward
Michael W. Warner
Agnes and Glen Warren 
Shawn Warren
Mildred Isaacson Wasserman
Merrill Watrous
Jean and Richard Weick
Dana Weinstein
Wells Fargo Community 
Support Campaign

Wells Fargo Foundation
Maxine L. Weiss
Wentworth Foundation 
Scott Wentworth

Kristina Wesson
David R. West
Marsha and Jerry Westling
Wendy Wheeler-Coltrane and 
Scott Coltrane

Janice and David White
Ran Whitehead
Stephanie Wicks and 
Thomas Smith

Julaine and Gary Wildish
Diane Wiley
Dave  Williams
Diane Williams
Edward Williams
Kitty and Scott Williams
Raejean and Greg Wilson
Terrie Wilson
Terry L. Wilson
Doris Wimber
Withnell Dodge
Gayle and Dick Withnell

Linda and Oz Witt 
Z

Sally and Gordon Zehrung 
Jo Ann Zinnicker
Renee Zuur
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Special Acts of Kindness

 A heartfelt thank you to Kenny Wheaton and the Kenny 
Wheaton Foundation for bringing so many wonderful gifts to 
our children.

 Eugene Chamber of Commerce Greeters gave over 30 
families beautifully carved and decorated SPOOKTACULAR 
pumpkins.

 Great Harvest Bread Co.  is donating tasty treats to our 
Eugene and Springfield families with their day-old bread.

 Puppy love thanks to the many Kay Jeweler customers for 
generously providing four dozen puppies (stuffed of course) to our 
children to enjoy.

 Kathy and Garth Herring brought Christmas to many homes 
by providing beautiful Christmas trees to families who would 
otherwise not been able to afford them.

 To the anonymous knitter who provided a warm baby blanket 
on Christmas Eve, thank you.

 A deck the halls with all the trimmings thank you to Sue and 
Gerald Vickers for the beautifully decorated elf tree. 

 Thank you QSL Print Communications and Chris Humble 
for your expertise and patience in assisting with the Relief Nursery 
newsletter design.

 A heartfelt thank you to Kerry Lutz of Kerry Lutz Design for 
your contribution of time and talent in the design our Annual 
Campaign materials.

 The McNeely Family, especially Trystan and Braedyn, for 
donating bags and bags of toys and clothes!

 Thank you Marist High School’s Lauren Schmidt and her 
freshman literature class who recently held a book drive to 
promote literacy in our community.  They selected the families 
and children served by the Relief Nursery for this amazing gift of 
reading.

 Once again The Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 290 
purchased pajamas, slippers and 
blankets for the children and 
families served by the Relief 
Nursery during the holiday season. 
We are so grateful for your 
continued support.

 Thirty very lucky Relief Nursery children received an early gift 
from friends at Valley River Center.  They were invited to watch 
Santa arrive via his special holiday helicopter-sleigh followed by 
breakfast and a special visit to see Santa at his Valley River Center 
holiday-home. Santa breakfast tickets were generously provided to 
the children by Valley River Center, Harry Ritchie’s and an 
anonymous benefactor. 

 Thank you AmSan Building Maintenance Supply for the 
paper product donation for the families.  This will help stretch 
their already strained family budgets.

 Thank you Active 20-30 Club for the cuddly donation of 
warmth for the families—coats of all sizes, colors, and types! 

 Beautiful red and yellow roses celebrating the Rose Bowl 
decorated the Relief Nursery compliments of Chase Flowers 
and Gifts.  Fans and supporters were able to purchase roses to 
benefit the Relief Nursery at the Civil War—thank you Chase 
Flowers and Gifts.

 Thank you for your help! B. Kasey’s Appliance Service, 
Inc. donated service to fix the washing machine!

 Thank you employees of Old Dominion Collision Repair 
Center for the donation of the like-new home furnishings and 
household items.  What a great gift for the families!

 Waldenbooks collected books for the children through the 
holiday shopping season.  Hundreds of books were donated and 
given to the children.  Thank you Kyle Mattox, co-workers, 
and all those special shoppers that thought of others in need this 
past season. We appreciate your generosity.

 O’Hara Catholic School 6th graders, we appreciate the 
help! Thank you for coming to the 
Relief Nursery and sorting over 
2,000 gifts for the holidays. 

 An enterprising group of third-
grade students from Clear Lake 
Elementary school in Jeri Henry 
and Rod Gingery classes took it 
upon themselves to hold hot chocolate fundraiser sales at their 
school to benefit the children at the Relief Nursery.  Thank you 
students~we appreciate your generous donation from your 
proceeds.

 Framin’ Artworks created and designed beautiful pieces of 
art at a recent benefit held for the Relief Nursery at Chikara 
Salon & Spa. We appreciate your talent and commitment to 
helping raise much-needed funding for the children and 
families. Thank you.

 Christine & Company supplied a generous donation of hair 
products, hair brushes and goodies for gifts for the parents at 
the recent Pamper Me Day event held at the Relief Nursery. 

 Diana Bray-not only attended our advocacy breakfast as a 
guest-but was at the Relief Nursery late into the evening the 
night before with her family and friends from Valley River 
Center preparing holiday materials needed to provide the 
children and families with a festive holiday-giving season. 

 Marc Carlson and Safeway- thank you for allowing us to 
borrow your shopping carts. You made the transportation of 
holiday gifts easier on the community members who brought 
gifts for the families during the holidays.

 Roy at the Tire Factory deserves a round of applause for 
providing tires for our buses at a substantial discount.  Thanks 
Roy!

 Our friends at B & G Automotive donated repairs, service, 
and parts to keep our two vehicles on the road in safe working 
condition—way to go!
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 Thank you Ron and crew from Living Concepts Landscape 
for keeping our landscaping lush, green, and beautiful.  Your 
donation of time and services is noticed by all.

 McKenzie Mist is providing naturally pure artesian water to 
the classrooms and office staff.  This special gift is teaching the 
children healthy water drinking habits at an early age.  Thank 
you Molly and team at McKenzie Mist!

 A very special thank you to our friends, Brian Maderos and 
Josh Evert at Audio Visual Management Services. We 
appreciate you making our presentations shine!

 Thank you Omlid & Swinney for the help with our 
sprinkler system. We appreciate how you always go above and 
beyond.

 Thank you Oren and Susan Posner and Steve and Sally Lee 
for the gift of the new freezer, now allowing more space for food 
for the families.

  A special thank you to William Doerr who asked guests at 
his 7th birthday party to bring gifts for Relief Nursery children 
instead of for him.

 A warm thank you to The Knitting Group at Willamette 
Oaks who continue to provide the children with handmade 
items throughout the year. 

 Thank you to Trevor Boss of Edgewood Pool who donated 
four children’s bikes, toys, dishes, and women and children's 
clothing.

 Valley River Center, thank you for the brand new toys from 
your toy drive. We appreciate your dedication.

 Thanks for keeping us clean! NPE, Inc and Lisa Howe 
donated six cases of liquid soap. 

 Blooming thanks to Dandelions Flowers for their fundraiser  
Make It For Mom benefiting the Relief Nursery.

 Thank you members of the Eugene Airport Rotary Club for 
the creative talents that provided the hand-made baby caps.

 Stefani and Randy Thompson, thank you for the 38 
hand-crocheted hats you delivered to the Relief Nursery, that 
have kept many warm this cold winter.

 Gooey thanks to Kennedy Middle School for the seven bags 
of Gak.

 A donation made  by Brenner’s Furniture of a sofa and 
dining room set have a great home with one of our families! 
Thank you.

 John L. Scott Realty and Laura Abruzzini, thank you for 
the successful diaper drive, collecting diapers, wipes, and diaper 
cream.

 Thanks a million, Richard Johnson, for the shoes, clothes, 
magazines, and queen size bed frame you donated.

 O’Hara Preschool, thank you for collecting baby and 
children’s items.

 Thank you Brenda Franssen and Janet Steil for the donated 
food for the food pantry.

 Marilyn Ditto, thank you for donating a queen sofa bed!

 Thank you, Christopher Banks at Valley River Center, for 
your donation of boxes of brand-new clothing.

 Nan Johnson, your beautiful hand-made quilts have helped 
to keep many of our families warm and happy this winter.

 Virginia Hendreckson, your time and energy were evident in 
the beautiful hand-made quilt you donated. Thank you. 

 Socks off to you, Bertha Holt Elementary, for the many 
socks you donated from the school sock drive.

 Thank you to Courtney and Ryan South for the craft 
supplies!

 Sofia Ferrari, at the age of four, you are embracing the act of 
giving. Thank you for donating your Dora castle doll house!

 Jeanne Wright, thank you for the donation of new raincoats 
and gloves for the children.

 Thank you so much to Cash Connection for the 50 cases of 
shampoo for our families.

 A special thank you to Ryan Pickens who chose the Relief 
Nursery as the recipient of his Eagle Scout project by hosting a 
blanket, food and new toy drive. 
With the help of his friend Soren 
Wilson, they delivered over 60 
new blankets, carts of food and 
boxes of new toys for the children 
and families. Thank you for your 
generosity!

Our donors are our most valued community supporters. If you 
do not see your name above, please know it was omitted 
inadvertently. Please call us at 343-9706, extension 109, and 
we will place your name in the next printing. Thank you!

Special Acts of Kindness continued

Dr. Randy Phelps from the OHSU Child 
Development and Rehabilitation 
Center, assisted by intern volunteer, Sam 
Klonoski,  began a bi-monthly clinic to 
provide assessments, diagnosis, and 
recommendation for treatment for 
children with special needs. Young 
children, particularly those with special 

needs, may be frightened by unfamiliar surroundings. 
Arranging appointments, transportation to the appointment 
and overcoming fears may be enough to keep parents from 
accessing these services for their children. Reaching out to 
families in this way allows children to receive these services 
in a familiar and family supportive environment.

Congratulations John Sheppard!

On behalf of Relief Nursery children and families, we wish to 
congratulate you for being named 
2009 First Citizen by The Eugene 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Thank you for your dedication and 
many contributions to the Relief 
Nursery and your community.
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The Dollhouse Fashion Show
What do you see when you look inside a dollhouse? 
Dolls, dress-up, and an abundance of imagination! 
And on November 9, 2009, Chikara Salon & Spa did 
not disappoint when they hosted “the Dollhouse: the 
fashion show” to benefit the Relief Nursery. Chikara 
Salon & Spa was inspired to unite their designers with 
this childlike theme and create an exciting show.  The 
audience enjoyed high fashion and art while watching 
the shows arousing creativity throughout the night. 

Wine, mingling, and a silent auction were garnishes to this packed fashion show.  The 
Fancy Bandits performed live while models depicting a Tim Burton doll, a Harlequin doll, 
a Raggedy Ann, and 18 other dolls sauntered down the aisle, one by one, bringing the 
audience back to their childhood. “It truly was an evening for the children, the child in all 
of us girls!” Julie Carpenter, spokesperson and Relief Nursery Leadership Board member 
raved. “The atmosphere was incredible and so was the turnout.” We hope to see you next 
year at another fantastical show!  

Baby Cakes Designs
Bambini
Burch’s Shoes
Sarah Bushka
Chapala Mexican Restaurant
Delaney Street
Miss Meers
Department of Interior
Eugene Hilton
Fancy Bandits
Eugene Running Company
Framin’ Artworks
Scrap Happy
Johnny Ocean’s
Lago Blue
Luxe
Potter’s Quarter
The Juice

Maria’s Alterations
Kim Morales
Oakway Wine and Deli
Petite Feet
Vincent Mock
Joshua Rainey Photography
Paul Nibblet
Sharon Lose
Ambrosia Restaurant
Weight Watchers
Café Yumm!
Bumble and bumble
Salon Services
The Ball Studio
Wires ‘n Pliers
Bonnie Nibblett
Janelle Scheidl
Jennifer Brandt

Additional Thanks to Chikara Silent 
Auction and Event Donors

Hair and Makeup
Thank you to the creative 

hands of Chikara

Rachel
Corina
Christa
Alyssa
Andra

Cassidy
Justin

Maggie
Jenny
Lupe

Rachel

Kate (Veigh)
Gina Kontur
Emily Afandor
Henry the
Puppetmaster
Sierra Broan
Jada Allender
Kayla Bennett
Iris Lee
Melissa Swift
Laura Liester
Rachel Gillette
Cory Tollefson
Caitlyn Erickson
Sarah Burke
Kinsley Suer
Christa Coven
Matt Jordan
Kayla Stapley
Naylnn Anderson
Nikki Wilson
Aaron Tollefson
Jessica Stuhr

Applause, Applause!… 

Th ank you Leadership Board 
Speakers Bureau for advocating on 
our behalf during the recent United 
Way Campaign.  Todd Edman, 

Kathy Lucier, Stephen Nessly, Jenny Obermiller, and 
Becky Smith spoke on the agencies behalf at various 
business locations throughout the campaign.

The Models
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When things go from bad to worse,
the Relief Nursery is here
As if a change in the nation’s economy wasn’t hard enough on Anita’s family, they are now 
facing something far more devastating. With boxes still packed from the move to Eugene, 
the Smiths received shocking news. Instead of a quick doctor visit, Anita would be staying a 
few days in the hospital. Or longer.  The doctor had found a brain tumor that needed to be 
operated on immediately, followed with radiation and chemotherapy.

This news makes a difficult time worse. Anita and her two daughters recently moved to 
Eugene, leaving her husband and the girl’s father behind. Financially they could no longer 
live in California, so Anita’s husband stayed behind to keep the job he fortunately still has. 
The rest of the family packed up and moved to Eugene for its lower cost of living and to be 
near additional family members.

This has been particularly hard as the family adjusts to new demands. Fourteen year old 
Maria traded her role as a teenager for one of a caregiver for the family.  Maria now takes the 
food stamps to do the grocery shopping, which must be done after school and before she has 
to watch her three year old sister, while her mother receives radiation. She cooks and cleans 
in between completing her homework and caring for her sister as she waits for her mom to 
return home.

The Relief Nursery is doing what it can to help. During the holidays the family received 
donations of Christmas gifts and gift cards.  Donated blankets immediately came in handy 
as much of their life remained in unpacked boxes while dealing with the life changing news.

As chemo starts for Anita, the Relief Nursery is providing support and efforts are being 
made to get three year old Yohana into the therapeutic early childhood classroom or Early 
Head Start as the program begins.  The goal is to help Yohana adjust to the many changes 
she has recently experienced and ease Anita’s parenting pressures.

The food pantry is back up and running, but 
always needs replenishing! 
“The Relief Nursery food pantry is back in business after a busy 
holiday season. Food continues to be a high need for families as they 

enter the New Year. Many families 
continue to face food budget 
challenges. Thank you for your 
support in these challenging times,” 
said  Debra Dreiling, program 
manager 

A special thank you to treasured 
volunteer, Nancy Grove and food donations from Kennedy Middle 
School, Beth Little and the Holiday Market attendees, and an 
anonymous donor.

In Honor of
Kevin Alltucker

from Mim and Bud Foley
 

Abbey and Joel Black
from Terry L. Wilson

Caroline Cantrell
from Stephen Flavin

Julie and Nate Carpenter
from Margaret and David Listoe

Paula Carpenter
from Peeters & Peeters Landscape 
Design Build, Inc, Mark Peeters

Sharri da Silva
from Patty and Bryan McConnell

Pat and Hap Ehm
from Gregg Fehr

Jack and Mirian Frost
from Patricia Peterson

Lilabeth Frost
from Patricia Peterson

Launa and Nick Graehl
from Peeters & Peeters Landscape 
Design Build, Inc, Mark Peeters

Bill and Jane Hallstrom
from Susan and Karl Hallstrom

Betty Hillstrom
from Pam Hillstrom and Rick Ralston

Dan, Holly, Annabelle and 
Jack Higgins

from Peeters & Peeters Landscape 
Design Build, Inc, Mark Peeters

Hope and Kassie
from Hubert Wayne Brown

Lori and Randy McPherson
from Vista, Laurie Westby

Mr. and Mrs. Van Ooms
from Suzanne Rodkey

Gail Studer
from Michaele  Armstrong

Elaine and Steve Tenhaeff
from Susan and Michael Smith

The Insurance Agents in the 
Eugene, Springfield, Junction City 

areas
from Old Dominion Collision Repair 

Centers, Ltd., Patty McConnell

Linda and Greg Vik
from Susan and Michael Smith

Dr. Heather York
from Doreen and John Peterson

Food Pantry 
Needs

Soup

Peanut butter

Canned Tuna

Baby Food

Protein Bars

Every Little Bit Helps

Whether you attend one of our 
events, donate to the annual 
campaign, donate online at 

www.reliefnursery.org, 
donate In Honor or In 

Memory of a loved one or 
special friend, it all adds up to 

mean a great deal to our 
families. Thank you.
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Anonymous

GOLD NUGGET SPONSOR         PREMIER SPONSOR      Main Event 2009

An Investment With Great Returns
Wells Fargo Present  The Nineteenth Annual
Relief Nursery Main Event

It’s great to invest in an event that delivers such great returns for the community. 

© 2009 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (121111_12365) wellsfargo.com

ed

TITLE SPONSOR  Main Event 2009
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PLATINUM SPONSORS Main Event 2009

Suzanne Arlie and John Musumeci

Diamond Donors
Main Event 2009

Suzanne Arlie
Arlie & Company

Vicki and Mike Edwards
Sue and Chip Goodman

Nori and Dallas Hemphill
John Musumeci

Parties To Go
QSL Print Communications

Tzum Productions
Nancy Webber
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GOLD SPONSORS Main Event 2009

Davis

Eagle's View
Management

Johnson Benefit
Group

Steve and Sally
Lee

Emel and Johan
Mehlum

Rosaria P. Haugland 
Foundation

Loretta and Don
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Main Event 2010 Package highlights
Fighter Pilot for Day 

experience being at the controls of a state of the art fighter plane! 

Cheer on the Ducks in Knoxville, 
U of O vs. Tennessee- September 11, 2010

Experience the wine trip of a lifetime 
at the Sullivan family home in Napa.

Invite your friends 
for an authentic Persian dinner 

at the home of Tracie and Ramin Shojai

More rainbows
Maui or Lana’i

For more information or sponsorship opportunites, please call denise Beban, 541-343-9706

Wondering what to wear?  

The hardworking families of Kansas 

seemed to all dress in black and 

white. But in the wonderful world of 

Oz, in the Emerald City, the citizens 

all dressed in their finest green.

                                             

The Roberts
FoundationLinda and John Sheppard

Lisa and Phil Speers

GOLD SPONSORS Main Event 2009
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